Introduction
============

Timely, adequate colostrum intake is the most important management factor affecting morbidity and mortality in preweaned calves ([@bib34]). Absorption of intact immunoglobulins begins to decline immediately after birth and ends completely by about 24 h ([@bib31]). Inadequate absorption of colostral immunoglobulins, or failure of passive transfer (**FPT**), is common and increases morbidity and mortality risk ([@bib20]). Many diseases, including Johne\'s, can be passed to calves via maternal colostrum (**MC**), and producers are advised to discard or pasteurize MC from infected cows ([@bib29]). This practice can reduce the supply of available MC and may force producers to use colostrum containing less IgG.

Colostrum supplement products, which typically contain 25 to 45 g/L IgG, can be added to MC to increase IgG mass ([@bib6]). Supplements made from dried colostrum ([@bib35]) or dried whey ([@bib13]; [@bib18]) did not improve absorption of IgG over MC. Supplements based on purified blood proteins have improved IgG absorption in some reports ([@bib32]; [@bib2]), but not in other reports ([@bib1]; [@bib24]). Supplementation does not eliminate MC as a disease transmission vehicle; however, replacement of MC may be able to prevent disease. [@bib23], [@bib26] reported colostrum replacer (**CR**) products provided adequate IgG to calves. Any CR must contain sufficient absorbable IgG to effectively mimic colostrum in establishing passive immunity. Although immunoglobulins contained in CR may not provide protection to farm-specific pathogens, CR have potential advantages in consistent composition and quality. An effective CR would provide a viable alternative for producers facing limited or contaminated colostrum supplies.

Blood proteins also have potential as milk replacer protein sources ([@bib19]; [@bib21]). Spray-dried plasma protein is soluble, has an AA profile similar to skim milk, and was used at 95% of casein utilization in rats ([@bib10]). Plasma proteins may provide immunoglobulins that could exert local protection in the intestine and improve animal health and performance ([@bib9]). Since IgG absorbed from MC is largely returned to the gastrointestinal tract ([@bib3]), it is possible plasma IgG could reduce clearance of IgG from blood.

The objectives of the present study were to compare 24-h IgG concentrations in calves fed pooled MC or CR (Acquire, APC, Inc., Ankeny, IA) and to compare plasma IgG status and apparent IgG clearance rate in calves fed calf milk replacer (**CMR**) with or without animal plasma.

Materials and Methods
=====================

Animal and Feeding Practices
----------------------------

Calves from the Virginia Tech Dairy Cattle Center were blocked by gender and breed and were assigned to each block independently. Seventy-eight calves born between June 5 and December 3, 2000, were assigned to one of 4 treatments: CR + milk replacer with animal plasma contributing 20% of CP, CR + milk replacer without animal plasma, MC + milk replacer with animal plasma, MC + milk replacer without animal plasma (control). [Table 1](#tbl1){ref-type="table"} describes treatment, breed, and gender groups.Table 1Number of calves in each treatment, breed, and gender group.Milk replacerTotalNo plasmaPlasmaIgG source Maternal colostrum201939 Colostrum replacement201939Total403878Breed-genderFemaleMaleTotal Holstein232548 Jersey111930Total344478

Calvings were supervised, and any calf whose birth was not observed was not included. Within 15 min of birth, calves were moved to a calf facility, identified, and weighed. They were vaccinated for bovine rhinotracheitis, parainfluenza 3 (Pfizer, Exton, PA), rotavirus, and corona virus (Pfizer) injected with vitamins A, D, and E (Phoenix Pharmaceuticals, St. Joseph, MO) and selenium (Schering Plough, Kenilworth, NJ), and navels were dipped with 7% iodine tincture. At birth, 24 h, and weekly for 4 wk, BW, withers height, hip height, body length (point of shoulder to caudal projection of pin bone), and heart girth were measured. Calves were housed individually in 1.22- × 1.83-m stalls.

Calves were fed CR or pooled MC within 1.5 h of birth and 12 h later. All calves were fed by nipple bottle, although an esophageal feeder was used when calves refused to suckle. Amounts of MC and CR were adjusted to provide IgG equal to a standard dose of CR (9.83 g of IgG/kg of metabolic BW). Using average BW of calves at the Virginia Tech Dairy Cattle Center, it was determined that Jerseys should be fed 75% of standard dose.

Maternal colostrum was collected, pooled, and refrozen into aliquots prior to the start of the study. First and second milking MC that registered green on a colostrometer (Biogenics, Mapleton, OR) was pooled. Samples of MC were collected for IgG analysis prior to freezing. Amounts of MC fed were adjusted based on IgG concentration, as determined by radial immunodiffusion (Triple J Farms, Redmond, WA). Holstein and Jersey calves fed MC received 1.42 and 1.06 L at each feeding. Holstein and Jersey calves fed CR received 454 and 340.5 g of powder dissolved in 1.89 and 1.42 L of water (38°C). The CR was manufactured as described by [@bib27]. Nutrient composition of feeds is in [Table 2](#tbl2){ref-type="table"} .Table 2Nutrient composition of feeds on a DM basis.ItemColostrum[1](#tbl2fn1){ref-type="table-fn"}Colostrum replacementMilk replacerStarter grainNo plasmaPlasmaDM (%)24.096.0296.8197.388.88CP (%)58.344.3522.0222.8120.44 Milk protein (% of CP)......10080... Plasma protein (% of CP)......020...Fat (%)27.93.4421.2721.084.67Ash (%)4.634.697.468.596.09ADF (%)............4.74Ca (mg/100 g)1083.3373109015101020P (mg/100 g)...6199831240709K (mg/100 g)583.314212101170999Mg (mg/100 g)166.780.6130178213[^1]

Calves were fed CMR with or without animal plasma from nipple pails twice daily at 0800 and 1630 h beginning 24 h after birth. The CMR was reconstituted to 12.5% DM and fed at 31% of metabolic birth weight for 29 d. To determine feeding rate, energy requirement of calves gaining 227 g/d, and energy content of average milk replacer were calculated ([@bib7]).

Beginning on d 1, calves were offered 250 g/d starter grain containing decoquinate (Deccox, Alpharma, Fort Lee, NJ). Starter intake was measured daily by weighing refusals. Starter was increased by 50 g if daily orts were less than 25 g. Water was available free choice beginning 1 to 2 d after birth.

Sampling and Laboratory Methods
-------------------------------

Prefeeding blood samples were drawn at 1 h (0 d), 24 h (1 d), 8 d, 15 d, 22 d, and 29 d. Packed cell volume was measured at 1 and 24 h to estimate changes in plasma volume. Blood samples were collected by jugular venipuncture into evacuated glass tubes containing potassium EDTA. Blood was immediately centrifuged at 1745 ×  *g* (15 m at 4°C) and stored at −20°C. At the end of the trial, one plasma aliquot was sent to APC, Inc. for IgG ([@bib11]) and total protein analyses ([@bib28]). Remaining plasma aliquot was analyzed at Virginia Tech for urea N ([@bib5]; [@bib33]).

Calves were monitored during each feeding, and health problems and treatments were recorded. Fecal scores were evaluated once daily using a 3-point scale (0 = firm, 1 = loose, and 2 = watery). Clinical health was scored based on ability to stand and presence or absence of suckle reflex. The score had a maximum of 2 points, 1 for each category (does not stand = 0, stands = 1 plus suckle reflex absent = 0, suckle reflex present = 1).

Statistical Analysis
--------------------

Data were analyzed as a split-plot design with repeated measures on the subplot (time) using SAS mixed procedure ([@bib15]). The model was:$$\begin{matrix}
{\text{Y}_{\text{ijklmno}} = \mu + \text{S}_{\text{i}} + \text{M}_{\text{j}} + \text{S}\text{M}_{\text{ij}} + \text{B}_{\text{k}} + \text{G}_{\text{l}} + \text{B}\text{G}_{\text{kl}} + \text{S}\text{B}_{\text{ik}}} \\
{+ \text{S}\text{G}_{\text{il}} + \text{M}\text{B}_{\text{jk}} + \text{M}\text{G}_{\text{jl}} + \text{SM}\text{B}_{\text{ijk}} + \text{SM}\text{G}_{\text{ijl}} + \text{SB}\text{G}_{\text{ikl}}} \\
{+ \text{MB}\text{G}_{\text{jkl}} + \text{SMB}\text{G}_{\text{ijkl}} + \text{R}_{\text{m}} + \text{SMBG}\text{R}_{\text{ijklm}}} \\
{+ \text{A}{(\text{SMBGR})}_{(\text{ijklm})\text{n}} + \text{T}_{\text{o}} + \text{S}\text{T}_{\text{io}} + \text{M}\text{T}_{\text{jo}} + \text{SM}\text{T}_{\text{ijo}} + \text{B}\text{T}_{\text{ko}}} \\
{+ \text{G}\text{T}_{\text{lo}} + \text{BG}\text{T}_{\text{klo}} + \text{SB}\text{T}_{\text{iko}} + \text{SG}\text{T}_{\text{ilo}} + \text{MB}\text{T}_{\text{jko}} + \text{MG}\text{T}_{\text{jlo}}} \\
{+ \varepsilon_{\text{ijklmno}}} \\
\end{matrix}$$where:Ssource of IgG, colostrum or replacement (i = 1, 2); fixed effectMmilk replacer, no plasma or plasma (j = 1, 2); fixed effectBbreed, Holstein or Jersey (k = 1, 2); fixed effectGgender, female or male (l = 1, 2); fixed effectRreplication, colostrum pool (m = 1, 2); random effectAcalf (n = 1\...20); (total of 78 calves) random effectTtime, d or wk, depending on variable tested, if d (o = 1, 8, 15, 22, 29), if wk (o = 1\...4), fixed effectɛresidual

Replication and calf were random; all other effects were fixed. Tests of effect of IgG source, milk replacer, breed, gender, and replication were conducted using calf within the interaction of source by replacer, breed, gender, and replication as the error term. Significance was declared at *P*  \< 0.05. When interactions of main effects were significant, the slice option was used to clarify which effects were significant. When the variable tested was an overall change, effect of time (day or week) was removed from the model. Health and fecal scores were tested by performing χ^2^ tests in SAS using the frequency procedure.

Results and Discussion
======================

Plasma IgG at 24 h
------------------

Differences in birth BW or age at first feeding were not detected ([Table 3](#tbl3){ref-type="table"} ). Plasma IgG was undetectable in all 0-h samples, which verified calves did not nurse their dams. Plasma IgG increased to 13.76 ± 0.66 g/L in MC-fed calves and 13.84 ± 0.65 g/L in CR-fed calves at 24 h. Differences were not detected between treatments in 24-h IgG or apparent efficiency of absorption (**AEA**). The AEA was 19.2 ± 0.8 and 20.3 ± 0.8% for MC- and CR-fed calves ([Table 4](#tbl4){ref-type="table"} ).Table 3Least square means of calf birth weight, age at feedings, and Ig intake.VariableLeast square meansSETreatment[1](#tbl3fn1){ref-type="table-fn"}CNCPLRNRPLCalves, initial number20192019...Calves, final number19162019...Birth weight (kg)34.035.535.936.42.0Age at feeding (h) First feeding1.21.11.00.90.2 Second feeding13.213.113.012.90.2IgG intake (g) Holsteins250.6250.6250.0250.0... Jerseys182.5180.2180.0180.0...[^2]Table 4Least square means of plasma protein, IgG, and urea nitrogen (PUN) in calves fed pooled maternal colostrum (C) or replacement (R) and milk replacer with (PL) or without (N) animal plasma at birth and 24 h.VariableLeast square meansSEDifferences of means[1](#tbl4fn1){ref-type="table-fn"}ColostrumReplacementN minus PLMC minus RNPLNPLMCRNP0-h IgG (g/L)0.000.000.000.000.000.000.000.000.0024-h IgG (g/L)13.7413.7714.0513.630.74−0.030.42−0.310.15AEA of IgG[2](#tbl4fn2){ref-type="table-fn"} (%)18.7319.6520.2820.350.89−0.92−0.06−1.55−0.690-h Total protein (g/dl)4.3124.3234.1074.2820.105−0.012−0.1750.2050.04224-h Total protein (g/dl)6.0635.9465.4165.5050.1280.116−0.0880.646[\*\*](#tbl4fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}0.442[\*\*](#tbl4fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}0-h PUN (mg/dl)13.85814.56915.32915.7760.842−0.711−0.446−1.471−1.20624-h PUN (mg/dl)12.29112.90010.2149.8400.756−0.6090.3742.077[\*](#tbl4fn3){ref-type="table-fn"}3.060[\*\*](#tbl4fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}[^3][^4][^5][^6]

Calves fed CR had greater plasma IgG concentrations at 24 h than previously reported (5.0 to 8.3 g/L) for bovine serum-based products ([@bib1], [@bib2]; [@bib24]). In previous research, CR provided 90 g of IgG. In the present experiment, calves received 250 (Holsteins) or 180 (Jerseys) g of IgG. The IgG concentrations were similar to those reported in calves fed the same dose of this CR ([@bib26]). The AEA was in the low end of the range of previously reported values for MC (30 to 35%) and CR (30%) ([@bib26]), but similar to a recent experiment conducted at Virginia Tech using an earlier formulation of the same product ([@bib24]). There was concern that volume of fluid may have been confounded with treatment as calves fed CR received a greater volume of liquid than those receiving MC. However, the mass of IgG fed was similar regardless of treatment, and [@bib30] found that mass of IgG fed was more important than concentration of IgG fed.

Jersey calves had higher 24-h IgG concentrations than Holsteins (16.47 ± 0.71 and 11.12 ± 0.60 g/L), and absorbed IgG with 21.9 ± 0.9% efficiency compared with 17.0 ± 0.7% for Holsteins ([Table 5](#tbl5){ref-type="table"} ). Jersey calves maintained greater plasma IgG concentrations than Holsteins from d 1 through d 15.Table 5Least square means of plasma protein, IgG, and urea nitrogen (PUN) in Holstein (H) and Jersey (J), male (M) and female (F) calves at birth and 24 h of age.VariableLeast square meansSEDifferences of means[1](#tbl5fn1){ref-type="table-fn"}HolsteinJerseyF minus MH minus JFMFMHJFM0-h IgG (g/L)0.000.000.000.000.000.000.000.000.0024-h IgG (g/L)9.9012.3516.7516.190.92−2.44[\*](#tbl5fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}0.56−6.85[\*\*](#tbl5fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}−3.84[\*\*](#tbl5fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}AEA of IgG[2](#tbl5fn2){ref-type="table-fn"} (%)15.4819.7421.5422.251.10−4.27[\*\*](#tbl5fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}−0.71−6.07[\*\*](#tbl5fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}−2.51[†](#tbl5fn3){ref-type="table-fn"}0-h Total protein (g/dL)4.2844.4404.1964.1040.130−0.1550.0910.0890.335[\*](#tbl5fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}24-h Total protein (g/dL)5.2035.7236.0325.9720.160−0.520[\*\*](#tbl5fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}0.060−0.829[\*\*](#tbl5fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}−0.249[†](#tbl5fn3){ref-type="table-fn"}0-h PUN (mg/dL)13.94914.38816.00815.1871.069−0.4390.821−2.059−0.79924-h PUN (mg/dL)9.90210.40812.52612.4080.940−0.5060.118−2.624[\*](#tbl5fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}−2.000[\*](#tbl5fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}[^7][^8][^9][^10][^11]

No differences in IgG concentration or AEA were found between male and female Jerseys, but Holstein males absorbed IgG more efficiently and attained higher IgG concentrations at 24 h than females ([Table 5](#tbl5){ref-type="table"}). Breed differences in IgG absorption have been reported previously and may result from differences in body size and plasma volume ([@bib22]).

Plasma IgG concentrations less than 10 g/L were observed in 15 calves (19.2%), and 24-h IgG concentrations ranged from 0.01 to 21.09 g/L ([Table 6](#tbl6){ref-type="table"} ). Percentage of calves with FPT was within the range of normally observed values but is high given tightly controlled experimental conditions. Average age of calves at first feeding was 1.05 h, and only 5 calves were more than 2-h-old at first feeding. All calves received MC or CR containing greater than 66 g/L IgG. Calves were fed following best management practices, yet still experienced a high rate of FPT. Reasons for the high frequency of FPT in female Holstein calves were not apparent, as all calves were treated similarly during the trial.Table 6Failure of passive transfer incidence (percent) as determined by plasma IgG concentration at 24 h.n% Calves \<10 g/LRange of IgG (g/L)minmaxOverall7819.20.0121.09Treatment Colostrum3920.56.8019.95 Replacement3917.90.0121.09Breed Jersey300.010.8021.09 Holstein4831.30.0117.85Gender Male4411.47.9520.39 Female3429.40.0121.09

Apparent Clearance of IgG
-------------------------

Concentrations of IgG declined in a quadratic manner from d 1 to 29. IgG concentrations in calves fed CR were higher than in MC-fed calves on d 8 and 15 ([Figure 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"} ). Differences in IgG concentrations between calves fed plasma in CMR and calves fed control CMR were not detected. To estimate clearance rate, change in IgG from day × to day y was divided by IgG on d x (e.g., \[(d 1 − d 8)/d 1\] × 100). Apparent clearance rates were calculated for each 7-d period ([Figure 2](#fig2){ref-type="fig"} ). Calves fed MC had an apparent clearance rate of 3.5% per day in wk 1, which agrees well with estimates determined by clearance of ^125^I-labeled IgG~1~ ([@bib3]). Rate of clearance in wk 2 (1.98%) was also similar to calculations of [@bib3]. Based on these estimates, calves either cleared less IgG or produced more IgG as age increased. Since endogenous IgG production can begin at 3 d ([@bib8]), it is likely that endogenous production increased with age, resulting in an apparent decrease in clearance rate in wk 3 and a gain in IgG over wk 4.Figure 1Plasma IgG concentrations (g/L) on d 1 to d 29 in calves fed maternal colostrum at birth and milk replacer without animal plasma for 1 mo (●), maternal colostrum at birth and milk replacer with animal plasma for 1 mo (■), colostrum replacement at birth and milk replacer without animal plasma for 1 mo (▴), or colostrum replacement at birth and milk replacer with animal plasma for 1 mo (×). Significant source × time interaction; differences detected d 8 and 15. Significant linear and quadratic contrasts detected.Figure 2Calculated estimates of apparent plasma IgG clearance rates (% of total plasma IgG cleared daily) from d 1 to 29 of age in calves fed colostrum (open bars) or colostrum replacement (solid bars).

These estimates are probably appropriate for calves fed MC, but may not apply to calves fed CR. Ratio of IgG~1~ to IgG~2~ in serum is approximately 1:1 ([@bib17]), but in colostrum it is skewed toward IgG~1~ at 95:5 ([@bib4]). In calves fed serum-derived CR, half of the passively acquired IgG was likely IgG~2~, and clearance of IgG acquired from CR may follow a different pattern. Calves fed CR appeared to clear IgG less rapidly. This may be explained by [@bib17], who found that the Fc receptor in the neonate is specific for IgG~1~ and is responsible for resecretion of circulating IgG back into the lumen of the intestine. It would follow that if there were more IgG~1~ in the blood of calves receiving MC it would be cleared from the blood more rapidly, resulting in lower IgG levels in the calf with increasing age. Alternatively, increased endogenous IgG production may have occurred. Previous work has shown that hypogammaglobulinemic calves begin synthesizing IgG earlier than calves with adequate IgG ([@bib16]).

Growth, Feed Efficiency, and Health
-----------------------------------

Body weights were not different between treatment groups at birth ([Table 3](#tbl3){ref-type="table"}) and from d 8 through 29. Body weight on d 1 was greater in CR calves; however, CR calves received more liquid in the first 24 h than MC calves due to the high IgG content of MC. Based on the assumption that added weight was fluid, not true body mass increase; d 1 weights were replaced with d 0 weights for contrast tests and calculations of average daily gain. Body weight increased quadratically with age.

From d 0 to 8, calves fed CR tended to gain less BW than calves fed MC (*P*  \< 0.06; −120.7 ± 7.8 and 51.6 ± 7.8 g/d). By d 15, differences between treatments were undetectable. Overall BW gain, average daily gain, withers height, hip height, body length, and heart girth did not differ by treatment. Calves fed CMR containing animal plasma grew at the same rate as calves fed control CMR. Other researchers feeding animal plasma reported similar results; however, gains in the current experiment were lower than those reported previously ([@bib19]; [@bib21]). Growth measurements by breed and gender are in [Table 7](#tbl7){ref-type="table"} .Table 7Least square means of growth and intake parameters in Holstein (H) and Jersey (J), male (M) and female (F) calves.VariableLeast square meansSEDifferences of means[1](#tbl7fn1){ref-type="table-fn"}HolsteinJerseyF minus MH minus JFMFMHJFMBW gain d 0---29 (kg)6.4208.5913.7892.0451.429−2.172[\*](#tbl7fn6){ref-type="table-fn"}1.7442.631[†](#tbl7fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}6.546[\*\*](#tbl7fn7){ref-type="table-fn"}ADG[2](#tbl7fn2){ref-type="table-fn"} d 0---29 (kg/d)0.2220.3090.1360.0660.056−0.087[\*](#tbl7fn6){ref-type="table-fn"}0.0700.087[†](#tbl7fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}0.243[\*\*](#tbl7fn7){ref-type="table-fn"}Withers height[3](#tbl7fn3){ref-type="table-fn"} (cm)4.243.742.542.860.630.50−0.321.70[\*](#tbl7fn6){ref-type="table-fn"}0.88Hip height[3](#tbl7fn3){ref-type="table-fn"} (cm)4.744.232.253.420.810.51−1.18\]2.49[\*](#tbl7fn6){ref-type="table-fn"}0.81Body length[3](#tbl7fn3){ref-type="table-fn"} (cm)4.584.282.492.651.090.30−0.162.101.64Heart girth[3](#tbl7fn3){ref-type="table-fn"} (cm)5.525.694.452.770.57−0.171.68[†](#tbl7fn5){ref-type="table-fn"}1.082.92[\*\*](#tbl7fn7){ref-type="table-fn"}Total DMI (kg)18.46618.46311.41510.5741.2340.0040.8417.052[\*\*](#tbl7fn7){ref-type="table-fn"}7.889[\*\*](#tbl7fn7){ref-type="table-fn"}Feed efficiency[4](#tbl7fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}0.3380.4450.3090.1790.087−0.107[\*](#tbl7fn6){ref-type="table-fn"}0.130[\*](#tbl7fn6){ref-type="table-fn"}0.0290.266[\*\*](#tbl7fn7){ref-type="table-fn"}[^12][^13][^14][^15][^16][^17][^18]

Starter intake increased in a linear and quadratic manner from d 1 to 29, and no differences were detected between treatments ([Table 8](#tbl8){ref-type="table"} ). Calves fed MC were more feed efficient than CR-fed calves overall (0.394 ± 0.082 vs. 0.241 ± 0.083 kg of gain/kg of DMI). However, when gains were analyzed by week, calves fed MC were more feed efficient only in wk 1 ([Figure 3](#fig3){ref-type="fig"} ). Holsteins converted feed into BW gain more efficiently than Jerseys (0.391 ± 0.081 compared with 0.244 ± 0.084 kg of gain/kg of DMI). Observed feed efficiencies fall within the range of values (0.330 to 0.680 kg of gain/kg of DMI) reported by other researchers ([@bib14]; [@bib25]).Table 8Least square means of DMI and feed efficiency in calves fed pooled maternal colostrum (MC) or replacement (R) and milk replacer with (PL) or without (N) animal plasma.VariableLeast square meansSEDifferences of means[1](#tbl8fn1){ref-type="table-fn"}ColoSstrumReplacementN minus PLMC minus RNPLNPLMCRNPTotal DMI (kg)15.66814.99613.66714.5861.2390.671−0.9182.0000.411Milk replacer DMI (kg)10.68111.0369.78210.9250.584−0.355−1.1430.8990.112Starter DMI (kg)4.9513.9403.8513.7050.7721.0110.1451.1000.234Feed efficiency[2](#tbl8fn2){ref-type="table-fn"}0.4320.3570.2240.2580.0870.075−0.0340.208[\*\*](#tbl8fn4){ref-type="table-fn"}0.099[†](#tbl8fn3){ref-type="table-fn"}[^19][^20][^21][^22]Figure 3Feed efficiency (kg BW gain/kg DMI) by week in calves fed maternal colostrum at birth and milk replacer without animal plasma for 1 mo (CN), maternal colostrum at birth and milk replacer with animal plasma for 1 mo (CPL), colostrum replacement at birth and milk replacer without animal plasma for 1 mo (RN), or colostrum replacement at birth and milk replacer with animal plasma for 1 mo (RPL). Calves fed colostrum were more efficient than calves fed replacement from d 0 to 8.

Plasma Urea Nitrogen
--------------------

No differences in plasma urea nitrogen (**PUN**) were found between treatment groups at birth or from d 8 to 29; however, calves fed MC had higher concentrations of PUN on d 1 than calves fed CR (12.60 ± 0.78 and 10.03 ± 0.77 mg/dL). Calves fed CR received a greater volume of liquid in the first 24 h and probably receive less protein than calves fed MC. Colostrum was not analyzed for protein, but contains about 15% protein ([@bib12]) as compared with the CR used in this study, which contained about 10% protein. Calves fed CR appeared to experience a greater increase in plasma volume as evidenced by reduced packed cell volume from d 0 to 1 than MC-fed calves; packed cell volume decreased by 4.39 ± 0.75 and 2.63 ± 0.76 percentage points from d 0 to 1 for CR and MC-fed calves, respectively. Therefore, PUN concentrations may be diluted in CR calves on d 1.

From d 1 to 22, Jerseys had higher PUN concentrations than Holsteins. Jersey calves fed CR experienced greater plasma volume expansion than Holstein calves fed CR (5.72 ± 0.97% and 3.07 ± 0.82%), but Jerseys have lower plasma volume than Holsteins ([@bib22]). Jersey calves had greater total plasma protein than Holstein calves on d 1, 8, and 22, which could also occur due to lower plasma volume. Alternatively, greater total plasma protein, as a result of greater absorption of protein from initial feedings of MC or CR, could lead to increased PUN concentrations as the excess protein is metabolized and cleared from the body.

Health
------

Distribution of fecal scores was similar for all 4 treatments. Distribution of scores was different for breed-gender groups, but biological significance of these differences was difficult to explain. Four calves died during the course of the experiment. Incidences of death and health problems were not different between treatment or breed-gender groups.

Conclusions
===========

Calves fed an equal amount of IgG from MC or a CR attained equivalent plasma IgG concentrations at 24 h of age. Apparent clearance rate of passively acquired IgG was faster in calves fed MC than in calves fed CR. Calves fed MC had greater feed efficiency than calves fed CR. No other differences in growth or health performance were attributable to source of IgG in the first 24 h. However, while CR may provide adequate amounts of IgG, the viability and specificity of antibodies, as well as the ratio of IgG~1~ to IgG~2~, are potential concerns for the efficacy of these products. If IgG molecules are not viable and specific for pathogens in the local environment, then amount provided is irrelevant. Effects of intense processing required to isolate and concentrate IgG from animal proteins on activity of IgG also need to be determined. Furthermore, the ratio of IgG~1~ to IgG~2~ in colostrum is likely skewed in favor of IgG~1~ for a physiological reason. The impact of changing this ratio needs to be evaluated more closely. If calves receiving CR are stimulated to produce IgG~1~, then the product could be very valuable in providing enough initial IgG~1~ to effectively protect the calf until endogenous production begins. At the same time, IgG~2~ would be present in excess of normal concentrations and may offer additional benefits. On the other hand, increased concentrations of IgG~2~ may inhibit IgG~1~ production and lead to reduced immunity as IgG is cleared from the blood. However, since no differences were observed in morbidity or mortality in this trial, it may be assumed that CR offered equivalent protection as MC under the conditions of this study.

No differences from controls were observed in the growth or health of calves fed milk replacer containing animal plasma, which indicates it is an acceptable replacement for up to 20% of milk protein in milk replacers. Further investigation is required to determine whether animal plasma provides health benefits to calves in addition to meeting nutritional requirements.

Supplementary data
==================

Interpretive summary
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[^1]: Colostrum nutrient composition was not analyzed; average values ([@bib12]) are reported for comparison only.

[^2]: CN = Pooled maternal colostrum at birth, no plasma in milk replacer; CPL = Pooled maternal colostrum at birth, plasma in milk replacer; RN = colostrum replacement at birth, no plasma in milk replacer; RPL = colostrum replacement at birth, plasma in milk replacer.

[^3]: Significance determined by slicing interaction of IgG source and milk replacer.

[^4]: Apparent efficiency of absorption: (plasma IgG at 24 h × BW at birth, kg × 0.091)/IgG intake (g).

[^5]: *P* \< 0.05.

[^6]: *P* \< 0.01.

[^7]: Significance determined by slicing interaction of breed and gender.

[^8]: Apparent efficiency of absorption: (plasma IgG at 24 h × BW at birth, kg × 0.091)/IgG intake (g).

[^9]: *P* \< 0.10.

[^10]: *P* \< 0.05.

[^11]: *P* \< 0.01.

[^12]: Significance determined by slicing interaction of breed and gender.

[^13]: ADG = Average daily gain.

[^14]: Gain, d 1 to 29.

[^15]: d 0 to 29; calculation: (kg BW gain)/(kg DMI).

[^16]: *P* \< 0.10.

[^17]: *P* \< 0.05.

[^18]: *P* \< 0.01.

[^19]: Significance determined by slicing interaction of IgG source and milk replacer.

[^20]: d 0 to 29; calculation: (kg BW gain)/(kg DMI).

[^21]: *P* \< 0.10.

[^22]: *P* \< 0.01.
